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“ Hands Off Our Pensions”
Get ready for a fight.  Right wing business groups in this country
(and around the globe) are “raging”  against  public sector pensions,
and all pensions for that matter.  In an attempt to convince the
Canadian public to join their attack on public sector pensions,   they
call us, the workers who deliver public services in Canada,
“overpaid bureaucrats”.  They claim that our pensions should be
reduced because we should have to share in the “economic pain”, or
other such propaganda.

These forces of corporate greed are aligning to do what they have always tried to do, reduce payments
to  workers so their own profits are higher. They go after public sector wages and benefits in the hopes
it will lower expectations of all workers everywhere and free up more government money for corporate
tax breaks and give-aways.

This time they are trying to trim away the pension benefits we ourselves have paid into over the course
of our working lives, and they don’t want young workers to have similar pension rights and benefits.

Tune in to this issue!  Speak out and protest against reductions in pensions, be that in the form of
increasing the retirement age, reducing indexing, increasing worker payments into the plans, or reducing
pension increases with each year of service.  Your participation in this fightback, no matter what your
age, is critical!

Carol Read, Grievance Officer, CUPW Edmonton
About the Canada Post Pension Plan:

An UNREDUCED pension  is based on age and years in the plan.  55 years of age, 30 years in the plan.  If you retire
and draw your pension before you have both the age and the years of service, your benefit is reduced.

A  MAXIMUM pension (70%) is based on the maximum years allowed in the plan, 35 years.  If you retire and draw
your pension after your 35 years in the plan, and after you are 55 years of age, your benefit will be at it’s maximum.

If you are 60 years of age, your pension will not be reduced if you have less than 30 years.
If you are retiring on a medical pension, your pension will not be reduced by a penalty.
If you contributed to the pension plan as a part timer, time  is pro-rated to full time.
If you are a part timer and you work extended hours, all your hours worked up to 8 hours are pensionable.  Keep
track of your hours!

Pension sessions offered by Canada Post are paid for out of our pension plan and are provided by a paid contractor.
Personal pension consultations used to be part of the work of the benefits clerks upstairs, remember?
Pension sessions offered by the Union are paid for out of your union dues and are provided by volunteers.
The Canada Post Pension Plan information line is staffed by PSAC members: 1-877-480-9220             -Karen
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Retirement Security for
Everyone
The Canadian Labour Congress materials
‘Canada’s Economy…Let’s Make It Work for
Everyone’ include some important information on
pensions and retirement security for all workers:

Recent events have exposed major faults in our
pension system.  Our public pensions – Old Age
Security (OAS) and the Guaranteed Income
Supplement (GIS) plus the Canada Pension Plan –
provide a secure income in retirement.  But even the
maximum value of those pensions falls far short of
what people need to maintain a decent standard of
living after retirement.

About one in five private sector workers belong to
a private pension plan.  Very few non-unionized
workers, with the noted exception of managers and
professionals, are covered by plans.  Many of the
plans which do exist are on shaky financial ground
because of low interest rates and the recent collapse
of stock markets.  Some workers have discovered
that when their plans get into financial trouble, there
is little help available.

RRSP’s are often billed as the solution to our
pension woes.  They are supposed to fill the gap left
for those not covered by private pension plans – but
RRSPs have failed us.  The average worker
approaching retirement today has saved only
enough to buy a monthly pension of about $250 per
month.

People should not be left to fend for themselves in
retirement.  It’s time for a change in emphasis
toward public pensions and toward greater security
for people who belong to existing employer plans.

We must expand public pensions and reduce our
reliance on financial markets for economic
security.  Public pensions remain secure but they
replace only a modest share of our previous
work-related earnings.

We propose that the federal government:

-Phase in a doubling of payouts from the
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and the Quebec
Pension Plan (QPP)
(based on gradually increasing premiums over 7
years, to 7.8%)

-Immediately increase Old Age Security
(OAS) and the Guaranteed Income
Supplement (GIS) for all retirees
(based on re-aligning the small personal tax cuts
they announced )

-Create a national pension insurance fund to
ensure that workers’ defined benefit
pensions aren’t at risk when employers go
under or speculative bubbles go bust.  The
United States has a pension guarantee fund
covering up to about $50,000 of pension
income.
(based on a 0.1% financial transfer tax on
Canadian stock markets, creates an agency to
adopt pension plans abandoned in corporate
bankruptcy, similar tax exists in 13 other
countries)

More information is available at

The Canadian Labour Congress,
2841 Riverside Drive,
Ottawa, Ontario
K1V 8X7

or at

canadianlabour.ca
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The Fight for 2011 Starts Now – Get Organized!

Roland Schmidt, Letter Carrier, Steward, Depot 3

In the fall CUPW will be entering negotiations with Canada Post for a new Urban

Operations Collective Agreement amidst the most threatening bargaining atmosphere in recent memory.
In addition to the mountain of problems left unresolved by the 2007 Agreement we will be forced to
confront the sweeping plans management is trying to unilaterally implement via the Modern Post. Looking
to the cold hard facts of history as our teacher, we know that the 2011 Agreement and the ongoing
Modern Post project will be nothing short of a bitter collision of interests between management, who
have been shown to be pathologically incapable of caring for its employees, and the workers, who only
have what they do because they’ve forced it out of the company.

Across the country CUPW leadership is already trying to

rally the membership to prepare for the fight that we will be facing. Within Edmonton the Organizing Committee
has been developing a strategy to help get our own Local ready to make its voice heard. But in order for that
voice to be heard it must first be focused and then channelled into action.  “You are the Union!” should not
be dismissed as mere hive-mind rhetoric; it is a perspective to impress upon members that the Union is only
as strong as our involvement – without our concrete participation the Union is utterly and completely powerless.
It is not enough to feel frustrated with how badly Canada Post is run, or angered by how disrespectfully
management treats us; we must assert ourselves. Otherwise, the only kind of change that we can reasonably
expect will be the kind that Canada Post has just announced in implementing the Modern Post out East: the
elimination of 306 jobs in Hamilton, Toronto, Scarborough and Montreal. Make no mistake: changes that
benefit the workers will only come to exist by the workers forcing that change – just as always.

The first step that the Organizing Committee has planned for the Edmonton front is to get members to
participate in a survey.   We are asking what you are most concerned about going into 2011 and the Modern
Post, what could most be improved about our quality of work ,and what job demands are most important
to make us feel more secure about our future. Once this information is compiled, city-wide campaigns and
(continued page 10)
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Dates to Remember for Urban
Unit Negotiations

A part of the process to prepare for the urban unit’s
negotiations, the important dates to remember are:

- February 2010:  Discussion paper to be
received by Locals

- March 5, 6 and 7:  Prairie Regional
President’s meeting

-     March Area Council delegates Meetings
      to prepare demands

-    General Meeting to vote on local resolutions

- Deadline for locals to submit resolutions to
their respective regions:  45 days before
the Regional Conferences.

- June 18 to 20 : Prairie Pre-Negotiation
Regional Conference.

- Mid-July:  National Directors meeting to
discuss the program of demands

- Beginning of Fall 2010:  membership
referendum to ratify demands

- October 2010:  Notice to bargain sent to
the employer.

It is important to keep this timeline in mind.
The goal is to have members directly and fully
involved in discussions when preparing for
these negotiations.  We must maximize the
opportunities for involvement.  That’s what
union democracy is all about.

-  from the CUPW Discussion Paper,
February 2010, as modified for Edmonton
Local

job actions will be orchestrated to let management
know, long before they try to derail negotiations or
enact Back-to-Work Legislation, that we will not let
them dictate to us how it is going to be – we make
this company work, not management. Additionally,
Edmonton will be able to help set the tone and provide
leadership for similar activities in other Locals
throughout Canada.

Very soon, the nature of our jobs will drastically
change and our security will be challenged. If we want
the coming changes to reflect our best interests, in
any way, we will have to assert ourselves and get
involved; not just by complaining, but by doing – by
acting. The Union strength comes from you and me:
the members. The Organizing Committee is already
mobilizing but we still have a lot of recruiting to do.
Take ownership for your future in this company. Take
responsibility for the Union you want to see: join the
Organizing Committee.

Organizing Committee Meetings
When: 3rd Thursday every month, 4:30pm
Where: EDM CUPW Office 11001 107 St
Info: Bev Ray 7804239000 union@cupwedm.net

(continued from page 9)
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Supervisors Told to Discuss With Each Employee…one on one

According to sources, supervisors are to talk with you, alone, to help them earn a bonus.  A discussion
document tells the supervisor to ask questions and score you on : Health and Safety, Customers and
Quality, Work Environment and Career Development.  There is a scorecard for each employee to be
filled out by the supervisor and filed. There are questions to answer in each category to grade the
employee.   For example, under work environment, one question is: ‘Does the employee work well
with others?’
Supervisors have been directed to ‘reinforce positive behaviours’, ‘sincerely express appreciation for
how this employee helps your team achieve its goals’, and ‘discuss opportunities for improvement as
applicable’.  And to note in their report on you anything you ask about or comment on.
The supervisors are to respond in the following way if the employee asks for a shop steward:
‘Q:  What if my employee wishes to attend one of these discussions with a union steward?
A:  As the meeting is an informal one-on-one discussion, union representation is not expected.  However,
should the employee insist on union representation, explain the purpose of the meeting as informal and
just a general discussion.  Should the employee persist with their request, use your discretion and if you
are comfortable with the union representative attending the informal meeting, proceed accordingly.’

We do not advise you to participate in these discussions.  Beware of the one-on-one chat on the
workfloor too…is the supervisor asking questions so he can file a report on you and earn his bonus?
Your right to request a shop steward and be represented by the Union is very important.  Do not give it
up.  Ask yourself, why does the employer want to exclude the Union????
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CUPW
Edmonton Local

General Membership Meeting

Sunday March 7, 2010

12pm to 2pm

Central Lions Senior Citizen Recreation Centre

11113-113 Street
Agenda

Elections:
By-Laws Committee:   4 members, 2 alternates

Social Committee:  3 members
Election Committee:  2 alternates

Area Council Delegates: 6 members, 6 alternates
Union Counsellor Level 2:  5 members

Prairie School for Union Women:  2 members (subject to motion)

Notice of Motion:  K.Kennedy for environment committee:  that the local  put on a 1 day
environment course on Earth Day, April 22, up to 25 , monies to come from Special projects,

organized by environment committee

-K.Kennedy: that the local create\establish a Tom Olenuk Environment Award, to be awarded
annually, criteria to be deveolped by environment committee

-L.Klemchuk: that the local elect 2 more sisters to the Prairie School for Union Women, monies
from women’s committee

-K.Kennedy: that the local fill area council delegate vacancies and organize area council
delegate meetings to dicuss the up-coming negotiations in time for resolutions to be developed

before the deadline, monies to come from area council budget

Women’s Committee Special Presentation to follow adjournment : 35 minute Film “Killing Me
Softly”
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Executive election for Chief Shop Steward
Stations and Depots:  elected Jerry Woods.

Financial reports for December and January

tabled to March meeting.

Moved  seconded carried to write a letter from
the Edmonton Local to the National Executive
Board objecting to the cancellation of the pre-
negotiation area council meetings that are
required under the National Constitution,
requesting that a written explanation be provided.

Moved seconded carried that the Edmonton
Local request 7.58 funding to cover half of the
participants from the Edmonton Local  attending
the Prairie School for Union Women in June
2010.

Moved seconded and carried that the local by-
laws be changed to include in the duties of the
Vice-President, the liaison and maintenance of
any private sector bargaining units attached to the
local.

Elections:
Environment Committee:  Dejan Misovec
InsideOut Committee:  Roland Schmidt

By-Laws Committee:  Larry Dionne
Social Committee: none
Edmonton and District Labour Council Delegates:
(8)
Raj Sharma
Brian Henderson
Parminder Pannu
Norm Burns
Jerry Woods
Larry Dionne
Bev Ray
Susan Wilson

EDLC School:
Brian Mottershead
Zen Manning

Education Committee:
Amir Sheikh
Discipline Committee:
Zen Manning

Notices of Motion:  (see opposite page)

Sworn in by President Bev Ray:
Jerry Woods as Executive member
Cathy Furtak, Zen Manning as Stewards

At the General Membership Meeting February 7, 2010
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Canadian women have ‘lost ground’
Groups take issue with Ottawa’s rosy depiction of progress in wage equity, other equality issues
By JOAN BRYDEN The Canadian Press
Mon. Feb 22 - 4:54 AM
OTTAWA — The push for women’s equality in Canada has stalled or regressed in many areas under the
Harper government, women and labour groups say in a submission to the United Nations.

The submission, to be provided to a UN conference on women next month, takes issue with the federal
government’s relatively upbeat assessment of the progress Canada has made toward gender equality.

“Canadian women have lost ground in many areas over the last 15 years,” said Barbara Byers, executive
vice-president of the Canadian Labour Congress, in a statement accompanying the submission.

“Our government has sent a report to the United Nations that paints a rosy picture on women’s equality
in Canada. We have written our own document and it is a reality check on what the government is
saying.”

Next month’s meeting is aimed at measuring the progress made since the UN’s Fourth World Conference
on Women 15 years ago.

The submission by labour and women’s groups acknowledges that progress has been made on some
fronts.

For instance, it says women have made “significant gains” in access to higher education, now making up
more than half of all students enrolled in undergraduate university programs.

Even so, it says men with doctorates are still twice as likely to be named full professors than women with
doctorates. And women working in academia earn only 79 cents for every dollar earned by men — only
slightly better than the overall 70.5 per cent wage gap.

As for women’s representation in politics, the report points out that Canada’s ranking in the world has
slid to 49th from 47th, behind a significant number of developing countries.

Women currently account for 22.1 per cent of Parliament, even though they make up just over 50 per
cent of the population. And while that’s the highest political participation rate for women in Canadian
history, it’s inched up only marginally over the past dozen years.

The report lays the blame for much of the backsliding squarely on the government of Prime Minister
Stephen Harper.

“There has been a systematic erosion of the human rights of women and girls in Canada,” it says. The
report recounts how the Harper government eliminated (and later reinstated) the phrase “gender equality”
from the mandate of Status of Women Canada, closed 12 of 16 Status of Women offices, reallocated
funding from women’s advocacy organizations and eliminated funding for the court challenges program,
which helped women pursue equality rights cases in court.
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Our e-mail address:

union@cupwedm.net

CUPW Edmonton Local Website:  http://www.cupwedm.net

Edmonton Local Executive
Full Time President :   Bev Ray
Vice-President::   Raj Sharma

Full Time Secretary-Treasurer:   Sue Wilson
Full Time Grievance Officer:   Carol Read

Full Time Health and Safety Officer:   Mike Painchaud
Education Officer:   Larry Dionne

Organizing Officer:    Nick Driedger
Recording Secretary:    Bena Pattni

Sergeant-at-Arms\Editor:   Karen Kennedy
Route Verification Officer:  Brian Blair
Chief Stewards:  Bulk Mails:   vacant

Letter Mails:   Asma Burney
 Transportation:    Greg McMaster

 Wickets & Affiliate Offices:    Linda Nyznyk
 Stations and Depots:    Jerry Woods

 Maintenance:    Norm Burns
 Rural & Suburban Mail Carriers:    Peggy Maxwell
The Executive meets the 3rd Thursday of each month.

Positions are elected each April for 2 year terms.

HAVE YOU MOVED?
ARE YOU PLANNING TO MOVE?
Don’t forget to contact the union office
with your new address and phone number.

Inside Out Deadline

April  Issue

Friday,  March 12th,
noon
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   March Events:
March 2:  Letter Carrier Shop Stewards: 2pm to 4pm

        Environment Committee 6pm to 8pm
March 3:  Letter Carrier Shop Stewards: 2pm to 4pm
March 5,6,7:  Regional President’s Meeting
March 6:  Route Measurement Committee 10am to noon
March 7:   General Membership Meeting  noon to 2pm

         Film Presentation at 2:00pm Women’s Committee
March 10:  Retirees Committee 10am to 11:30am
March 14: Local Pension Course
March 18:  Executive Committee 9am
March 26:  EMPP Shop Steward meetings:
March 27,28,29:  3 day Regional School

Popular Letter Carrier Dies Unexpectedly

Co-workers, friends and family mourn the passing of Brother Rollie Brusda, letter carrier at Depot 9.
Rollie worked for many years on the dock in Transfer as a mailhandler before he went out as a letter
carrier in the early 90’s.  Rollie played hockey, was very active and fit, and was only 51 years old.  He is
survived by his wife, Carol Watkins Brusda.  He is sadly missed by his many friends and family.  May he
rest in peace.

Landfill lbs 115
Net Greenhouse Emissions lbs 223
Energy BTU (000) 1,466

By choosing 100% Post Consumer Recycled fiber instead of virgin paper for this Inside Out Newsletter,
the following savings to our natural resources were realized:

Trees Saved 1
Wood Reduced lbs 737
Water Reduced Gallons 1,083

Above information is based on use of the following products:
2500 sheets of 23x35 Enviro 100 50 lb. Offset
Data research provided by Environmental Defence


